
Pastor Notes: 

 

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

 

 

Douglass United Methodist Church 

 
We are thrilled to 

welcome Trisha Brown 

and Cathy Wiedeman 

who have agreed to play 

for our Sunday services. 

It is such a blessing to 

have live music once 

again in our sanctuary!  

 

 

 

Congratulations to Brady 

Roberts (son of Curt & 
Brook, grandson to Ann 

Nispel) on signing his letter 

of intent to play baseball for 

Friends University. Such an 

exciting time for our 

Seniors! 

  

he was captured and taken to Ireland. 
While there, he came to the 
realization that Christianity was real 
and he converted to his family's faith. 
After working as a sheep herder for a 
miserable six years, he heard a voice 
telling him to escape. He eventually 
found a ship waiting to take him home 
to Britain. He finally made it back to 
his family and there he decided to 
become a priest. Later, this man was 
moved to become a missionary to 
Ireland where he brought many to the 
faith, possibly by using the shamrock 
to explain the three persons of the 
Trinity. 
 
   The story of Patrick is a story of two 
slaves: the slave of the world and the 
slave of Christ. Like Joseph, he was 
captured as a teen and sent to serve 
a worldly master in a strange land. 
His suffering brought him to 
surrender to his God. 
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   We in the church don't make 

much of St. Patrick's Day. What 

images come to mind when you 

think of St. Patrick’s Day? Some 

may celebrate the holiday by 

wearing green, attending 

parades, and making shamrock 

cookies. My experience with St. 

Patrick’s Day was not one I 

looked forward too because if 

you did not wear green you were 

pinched.  Not only was it a painful 

holiday, it is a holiday I really 

don’t care to celebrate because 

of the bad memories. I found 

myself asking the question why 

do we celebrate this day 

especially when it ended up in 

pain (at least for me)? So I 

decided to do some research on 

why, and who was St. Patrick, 

and why would I talk about it in a 

newsletter article for the church. 

Well here is what I found and I 

did end up applying to scripture 

and for us. 

 

St Patrick, or Patricius as he 

signed his letters, was born into 

a Christian family in Britain. 

When he was 16 years old, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also want to 

congratulate Dean and 

Glenda Lindteigen, as they 

celebrate 50 years of 

marriage. They show an 

immeasurable love for each 

other and a love for the 

church. 

 

 
 

 

Community Dinners & TEFAP 
Thanks to all of you and your generous food donations and giving 

of your time to make the meals happen every Wednesday evening. 

The numbers keep increasing and also the phone calls for help with 

food and groceries. 

 

We are so thankful for our faithful TEFAP group who monthly help 

to serve the needs in our community.  

Last year they served: 9,372 lbs of food at a cost of $1863.  

Produce is always free, with it amounting to 2,659 lbs. Your food 

pantry dollars at work helping out our community.  

 

 

Upcoming 

Events: 

Finance Meeting 
The Finance Committee met and were pleasantly 
surprised that we were ahead of last year’s giving 
figures by $1200 at this time. And that is with 
cancelling the Jan. 2nd service. On that particular 
Sunday, we had 428 Facebook views. 
We are truly blessed by all of you!! 

Now he desired to be 
captive to another 
master. Like Paul, he 
became “a bondservant 
of Jesus Christ.” He once 
served his cruel captors 
but broke free in order to 
serve the true, loving 
Master. Romans 6;18 
says, “And, having been 
set free from sin, (you) 
have become slaves of 
righteousness.” He could 
have stayed in Britain 
living a more comfortable 
life but chose to give it all 
up to bring the gospel to a 
pagan nation. 
   So let’s choose to be 

uncomfortable, so we can 

also share the good news 

with all people we meet. 

Let’s go deeper into our 

faith journey and see 

what God has in store for 

us. 


