
Pastor Notes: 

 

  

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

 

 

Douglass United Methodist Church 

Community Dinners 

We continue hosting  

Wednesday Night 

Community Dinners. It 

keeps everyone busy in 

the kitchen adding to the 

menu each week, be it 

ribs, chicken casserole, 

lasagna, BBQ Meatballs 

or Pot Luck and side 

dishes along with the 

most delicious desserts 

to compliment every 

meal. Thanks to all who 

give of their time, food 

gifts, and help in the 

kitchen. We joined with 

the Ministerial Alliance 

to once again host the 

Community Thanks-

giving for the needy in 

the Douglass Comm-

unity.  Thanks to all the 

workers who helped with 

this event! 

 
 
Call the church office, 346-747-

3134 if you would like to order a 

poinsettia in memory or honor 

of a loved one! 

 

   The good news, my friend, is that 

God is bigger than your messy life. 

He is not powerless. He is not 

confined by your boundaries. He is 

God! And he is unafraid of working in 

messy situations. In fact, he gets a 

kick out of surprising us with his 

amazing grace. 

 

What are your points of pain? What is 

the mess that you are struggling 

with? Maybe, just maybe, God is able 

to take your mess, and out of it bring 

blessing.  
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   Wow it is Advent and 
Christmas already! I believe the 
older I get the faster it comes. 
There is so much preparation at 
home, and how we will meet with 
the family and friends to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
There is food to prepare, gifts to 
buy and wrap, and to decorate 
the house. As I look at Christmas 
and our Savior being born, I 
ponder on how that journey was 
for Joseph and Mary. Was there 
life perfect because they were 
going to bring the Lord and 
Savior into a world that was 
broken and hurting? Did they 
know what the journey would 
look like? As I look at the nativity 
scene, I focus on how Jesus is 
the Lord of a messy manger. 
How messy is this manger not 
only for him but for Joseph and 
Mary? 
   I want to reflect on that night 

Jesus was born and we 

celebrate it every year but this 

year I invite you to look at this 

past year. What disasters or 

struggles did you face and how 

did you overcome it; because as 

I look at Jesus’s birth, death, and 

resurrection; I believe our lives 

are not as messy as we might 

think. Your life may appear well-

ordered on the surface, but 

underneath there may be 

disarray, brokenness, pain, and 

shame. Things you seem utterly 

incapable of fixing. 

 

. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Trunk or Treat 
What a perfect evening to 

hand out candy on Oct. 

30th. Thanks to Dean and 

Glenda for setting up the 

trunk. And to Bill & Sheryl 

and Pastor Debbie and her 

family who dressed up for 

the occasion. They handed 

out candy to almost 400 

tricksters in a variety of fun 

costumes.   

 

 
 

United Methodist 

Women (UMW) Sunday 
Huge shout out to Cheryl 

Wilson, President of the 

UMW and the UMW ladies 

for hosting the Nov. 14th 

service. In the service, the 

ladies reaffirmed the UMW 

Purpose  Elaine Barney-

castle shared her talented 

gift of quilt blocks with each 

block representing the 

various Women of the 

Bible. Each design depicting 

an element relating to the 

women. They would 

welcome any ladies to join 

their group, they meet the 

first Saturday at 9:00 a.m. of 

each month. 

 

 

   And that -- like the 
messy manger -- will be a 
wonder all its own. 
. Merry Christmas to you 

all!  I hope we can 

celebrate together the 

birth of Jesus but also 

realize in our mess we 

live in we are so blessed! 

 

  

Upcoming 

Events: 

12-01 Community Dinner 5:30 p.m. 
12-04 UMW Meeting at 9:00 a.m. 
12-08 Community Dinner 
12-12 Admin Council Meeting 
12-14 Sort Food Boxes 9:00 a.m. 
12-15 Community Dinner 
12-16 Pick up Food Boxes & Gifts 

12-1 p.m. 
12-24 Christmas Eve Service 6:00 

p.m. 
 

Tithely 
A few of our members have 

signed up for the on-line 

giving. A very handy and easy 

tool accessed through the 

church website. It then 

advises the church office 

with an e-mail each time a 

deposit is made into the 

church’s account. 

Giving Ministry 
For the month of November, 

your generous donations 

amounted to $3,746 . Part of 

the donations, $445 was for 

the Food Bank.  Thanks for 

sharing your monetary gifts. 

 

   How bad can it get? A girl 
gets pregnant. Her parents 
are utterly shamed. Her 
fiancé -- not the father -- is 
ready to dump her. And then 
he is told, "Do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in 
her is from the Holy 
Spirit."(Matthew 1:20)    
   How bad can it get? The 
girl is in labor, far from home 
with only a cave-barn where 
she can lie down and have 
her baby. The only place to 
put her newborn is a 
manger. A cattle trough. We 
imagine it with fresh, 
fragrant straw plucked from 
a bale of hay. But I doubt 
that the cave was stocked 
with neat bales stacked 
against the wall. The straw 
that night was neither fresh 
nor fragrant. Life was a 
mess -- but God was in it. 
   God sees Mary with her 
tiny infant and sends a host 
of angels to announce the 
birth. "Behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. For 
unto you is born this day  
in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you:  
you will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger. (Luke 2: 
10-12)    The messy manger 
is itself a sign from God. Is 
your life a mess? Then let 
this be a sign to you. 
   Your very good news is 

that the God of the messy 

manger, the resurrected 

Christ of the cruel cross, 

and the Holy Spirit, in whom 

you live and move and have 

your being, are able to 

break through in your life, 

begin to clean up your 

mess, bless you too. 

 


