
Pastor Notes: 

 

  

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

 

 

Douglass United Methodist Church 

Community Dinners 

Each Wednesday night at 

5:30 p.m., the church is a 

buzz with food and 

fellowship. Please feel free to 

join us for a meal. Of course, 

monetary donations, help in 

the kitchen or any dishes are 

always appreciated as well. 

It was a busy week with Sept. 
22nd being the Community 
Dinner and then the next 
evening on Sept. 23rd was 
“Hosting our Douglass 
Bulldog Football team”. 
There are 35 on the team 
along with the coaching staff.  
 

 
 
We love our local Bulldogs!! 
Congratulations to Brady 
Roberts for being crowned 
the Homecoming King of 
2021. 
 

 
 

The same can be true in our lives. 

There are times where we are 

experiencing a season of blessing, such as 

getting a new job or a raise. Then all of a 

sudden, you begin feeling sick, and you 

reluctantly go to the doctor, and the 

doctor calls you and says they need to be 

some more testing. Now you find yourself 

in a season of fear or doubt.We can find 

in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 talks about seasons. 

This is what it says, there is a time for 

everything, and a season for every 

activity under the heavens: a time to be 

born and a time to die, a time to plant and 

a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time 

to heal, a time to tear down and a time to 

build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, 

a time to mourn and a time to dance, a 

time to scatter stones and a time to 

gather them, a time to embrace and a 

time to refrain from embracing, a time to 

search and a time to give up, a time to 

keep and a time to throw away, a time to 

tear and a time to mend, a time to be 

silent and a time to speak, a time to love 
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   We have arrived in the season of Fall! 
This is my favorite season of them all! I 
love the beauty of the leaves as they 
change color and the cooler 
temperatures. I notice a change even 
in our dog, Trixie, because she 
becomes faster with her walks. When 
it is hot, I like to call her snail. At least 
Trixie and I agree on our favorite 
season and that is Fall. Some of us 
might like Fall season because of 
football games, new seasons of shows 
coming on television, or being outside 
with cooler weather. 
   While I began with a type of season 
there is also one I would like to jump 
into and that is the season of life. We 
all have different seasons in life. For 
some, because of overspending, you 
find yourself in seasons of debt and 
stress. Some may be in a season of 
grief, as you are dealing with the death 
of a loved one. Some may be in a 
season, where you are dealing with 
health problems, mental problems, or 
relational problems. I am not trying to 
sound like the bearer of bad news. 
There are good seasons as well. For 
some, you are excelling at work. Some 
may be experiencing a new 
relationship or a relationship that has 
gone to a new level, one that you are 
enjoying. Some may be in a season of 
life, where you sense God moving in 
fresh and powerful ways.  
   One more observation about 

seasons, they can change all of a 

sudden, or they can be unpredictable. 

For example, I was at the State Fair on 

Sunday dressed in shorts and a short 

sleeved shirt and by Tuesday that week 

I found myself looking for sweats, 

jeans, and a jacket. 



Thank you to Judith Howell 

for donating a batch of fall 

festive masks. She has sewn 

so many masks of all shapes 

and sizes for the taking! 

 

 

 

and a time to hate, a time 

for war and a time for 

peace. Let me make two 

notes, first God is in control 

of each and every one of the 

seasons mentioned here. 

The second thing is each 

pair appears to be the 

opposite (birth versus 

death). These pairs can also 

be thought of as being a 

cycle (a time to plant, a time 

to uproot). However you 

choose to view the seasons 

mentioned here, know that 

each season had a beginning 

and an ending. The main 

focus I want you to learn 

about your seasons and this 

passage is that God is in 

control of whatever season 

you are experiencing. For 

those who are experiencing 

a season you are not 

enjoying, let me encourage 

you in two ways. First, what 

can you learn from this 

current season? How is God 

using this season for your 

good?  Second, at some 

point this season of life will 

end. A new season is 

coming. GET READY!! 

Pastor Debbie 

 

Charge Conference 

Cheryl Wilson 

graciously hosted a 

meeting to review our 

vision and our mission 

statement for the 

church. 

 
For the upcoming year, 

we added a few goals 

for our congregation. 

1. Get involved in 

Healthy Congre-

gations. 

2. Stay involved in the 

Neighboring Move-

ment. 

3. On Wednesday 

nights offer free 

WiFi and tutoring for 

the students. 

4. Open the kitchen to 

offer meal prep 

classes. 

5. Install a Blessing Box 

6. Card & notes to offer 

words of encour-

agement to others. 

 

We updated our mission 

statement to include 

the word “joy”. 

 

Our new statement will 

be 

“To share the joy of 

God’s love through 

worship, fellowship, 

outreach and praise!  

 
 

Pianist Update 

We are still looking for a 
piainist. Brook has been 
gracious enough to offer to 
do recordings for us, so we 
currently continue to hear 
her on Sunday. She typically 
comes in one evening and 
does the hymns for the 
month. Austin does his 
magic to make those 
recordings sync with our 
service. 
 
Below is her thank you note 
from her reception. 

Upcoming 

Events: 

Oct. 9th - UMW Meeting at 9:00 a.m. 
Oct. 17th  -Laity Sunday 
Oct. 23rd – Leola Little’s 90th Birthday Celebration        

in the Fellowship Hall from 2:00-4:00 
Oct. 24th - Charge Conference at Augusta UMC       

at 4:00 p.m. 
Oct. 30 – Trunk or Treat on Main Street from 6:00 

– 7:30 p.m. 

 

Church Building Insurance 
 
Our insurance premiums 
bumped up from $4,398 per 
year to $4,744 per year. So 
an increase of $346. With the 
increase, we have an added 
liability clause that covers us 
in case of transmission of 
Covid while attending church 
or a church function. 
 

Giving Ministry 
 
For the month of September, 

your generous donations 

amounted to $4,056. Thanks 

for your continued support 

with your monetary gifts. At 

the end of September, we 

have used 50% of our budget 

allocations for 2021.  

 


