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Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind, and with all your strength.”  Secondly, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There are no other 

commandments greater than these.” 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we made a New Year’s Resolution on becoming a better neighbor?  I have made 

many excuses for not getting to know my neighbors.  I have lived in my home for twenty years and sadly still 

do not know my neighbors.  However, I often wonder what they would think if I suddenly called upon them 

when I have never done that previously.   I am hesitant because I am shy. Also, I do not like to go up to 

strangers by myself.  And I do not want to intrude if the neighbors are busy.  We can come up with all kinds of 

excuses, but we need to believe that our faith is the most important commandment we need to follow.  In this 

time of learning about being a neighbor, we need to believe this movement started with Jesus. 

What does it mean to be a neighbor? What if Jesus meant our actual, literal neighbor?  John Wesley, the 

Anglican priest who initiated the Methodist movement, has a famous quote where he boldly proclaims, “The 

world is my parish!” He goes on to say that wherever he finds himself is the place where he is to be in ministry.  

I think of this quote as I sit in my front yard facing my neighbors.  This is my slice of the world.  It is the place 

where I lay my head, where I come to for a break, and where my family calls home.  Also, this is my parish.  

My call to be a neighbor is a call to claim my ministry as something I do in the place I live and not just inside 

the church. 

Most people naturally understand that being a better neighbor is a good thing to do.  Without much convincing, 

people agree they should know the names of their neighbors.  The good neighboring experiment believes 

neighboring is far more than just “helpful.”    The definition that the good neighboring experiment came up with 

is:   

Neighboring is a movement to reclaim community, keep isolation at bay, bolster public health, 

strengthen civic engagement, stimulate the economy, and transform community-based institutions.   

Church life has lots of activities: committee meetings, Wednesday night community meals, bake sales, youth 

groups, food distributions, etc.  It feels like we in the church are still asking the question, “Which 

commandment is the first?”  Is it the commandment to have a thriving youth group?  Or to have the best 

worship service?  However, I believe it was the commandment to be all things to all people. Jesus patiently and 

pointedly repeats this commandment.  In fact, in verse 31, Jesus quotes Leviticus 19:18, which is all about 

instructing the Israelites on how to live together well, Jesus is not talking about “neighbor” in the abstract, but 

actual, in-the-flesh neighbors.  The minute we turn “neighbor into a metaphor, we relieve ourselves from the 

type of human interactions that God models in the incarnate Jesus.  Neighboring requires us to be incarnate with 

our actual neighbor.   

During 2021 we will explore the good neighboring experiment and see what it is all about through a 

combination of spiritual practices, neighboring practices, and advocating for neighboring within our church.  I 

hope through this experiment it will provide new expression of what is means to be a follower of Christ.  In a 

world where few people are going to church, neighboring is a perfect way to bring the love of God into the 

world.  So, let us go on this journey together and see how we can go outside our doors and live out the greatest 

commandment.       



Scripture for January 

 

01-03-2021       Christ came with a message from God to US!   Isaiah 60- 1-6, Ephesians 3: 1-12       

                                                                                                   

01-10-2021       Neighboring Ingredients                                    Matthew 22: 34-40                                                                                                                                                                                   

  

01-17-2021       Relationships with Our Neighbors                    Matthew 11: 25-30                    

 

01-24-2021       Abundance with Neighbors                                Matthew 14: 13-21 

 

01-31-2021       Joy with Neighbors                                             Luke 17: 11-19 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

 

Pastor Debbie  

                                               

                                                           

 

 

  

 

 


